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Creating interest for journalistic writing is integral to the process of educating young minds.  The first day of class can serve as the determiner for whether or not a student feels connected to the responsibility and power that a journalist must posses.


An educator should convey these concepts in the most applicable and purposeful way possible so that a burgeoning journalist is aware of his or her responsibilities to the publication as well as to his or her readers.

Goals for Understanding

Objectives:

· Students will define and describe “good reporting.”

· Students will evaluate their roles in the journalistic process.

Essential Questions

· What is “good reporting” and how is it achieved?  
· Is it important to find credible resources when writing an article?
· What makes a journalist powerful?
Critical Engagement Question
· Is honest reporting important?  How is it achieved?

· What is your ultimate responsibility as a journalist?

Activity (50 minutes)

· Teacher will provide students with the following quote on the board:  “Unless we can grasp and reclaim the theory of a free press, journalists risk allowing their profession to disappear.  In that sense, the crisis of our culture, and our journalism, is a crisis of conviction” (Kovach 12).

· Students will analyze this quote with a partner and discuss how it conveys a message of what it means to do “good reporting.”

· On the board, teacher or student should list the elements of good reporting.

· Once discussed, teacher will dispense Kovach’s and Rosenthal’s list. (p 12-13).  (Copy of list provided)

· Students will review and discuss in small groups.

· Class discussion to follow

· Teacher will provide a copy of Best Practices for Newspaper Journalists “Table of Contents” where subtitles begin “Newspapers are unfair when:  …” (Ex:  “They get the facts wrong”).

· Class will discuss how these principles relate to the importance of credible sources and journalistic integrity.

Assessment

· For homework students will be required to find a newspaper article that exemplifies at least two of Kovach’s and Rosenthal’s “rules.”  Additionally, students must find an article that fits one of Haimon’s “unfair” newspaper errors.  Students must:

· Underline or highlight the rules or unfair errors.

· On a separate sheet of paper students will explain their choices and how the “rules” apply to their decision.

· On the following school day homework will be shared, discussed, and analyzed.
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